CONSTITUTION

Article 7 Officers

Section 1 — Titles. The officers of RI shall be president, president-elect, vicepresident,

treasurer, other directors, general secretary, district governors, and

the president, immediate past president, vice-president and honorary treasurer

of RI in Great Britain and Ireland.

Section 2 — How Elected. The officers of RI shall be nominated and elected as

provided in the bylaws.

Article 15 Interpretation

Throughout this constitution and the bylaws of RI, and the standard club

constitution the following rules of construction shall apply: The words “shall,”

“is,” and “are” are mandatory, and the words “may” and “should” are permissive.

Pronouns of either the masculine or feminine gender shall include the other gender.

The terminology “mail,” “mailing,” and “ballot-by-mail” will include utilization

of electronic mail (e-mail) and internet technology to reduce costs and increase

responsiveness.
RI BYLAWS

Article 13 Nominations and Elections for Governors

13.010. Selection of a Governor-nominee.

13.020. Nominating Procedure for Governor.

13.030. Selection Through Ballot-by-Mail of Governor.

13.040. Ballot-by-Mail Specifications.

13.050. Certification of Governor-nominee.
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13.060. Rejection or Suspension of Governor-nominee.

13.070. Special Elections.

13.010. Selection of a Governor-nominee.

The district shall select a nominee for governor not more than 36 months, but

not less than 24 months, prior to the day of taking office. The nominee shall

assume the title of governor-nominee-designate upon selection and shall assume

the title of governor-nominee on 1 July two years prior to assuming office as

governor. The board shall have the authority to extend the date under this section

for good and sufficient reason. The nominee will be elected at the RI convention

held immediately preceding the year in which such nominee is to be trained at

the international assembly. Nominees so elected shall serve a one-year term as

governor-elect and assume office on 1 July in the calendar year following election.

13.020. Nominating Procedure for Governor.

13.020.1. Method of Selection of Governor-Nominee.

Except for those districts in RIBI, a district shall select its governor-nominee

either by a nominating committee procedure as hereinafter provided or by a ballotby-mail as provided in sections 13.030. and 13.040. or, alternatively, at the district conference as provided in subsection 13.020.13., the choice of which shall be decided by a resolution adopted at a district conference by a majority of the votes of the electors of the clubs present and voting.

13.020.2. Nominating Committee for Governor.

In districts adopting a nominating committee procedure for selection of governor nominee,

the nominating committee for governor shall be charged with the duty to

seek out and propose the best available candidate for governor-nominee. The terms

of reference of the committee, including the method for selecting members, shall be

determined in a resolution adopted by the electors of the clubs present and voting

at a district conference. Such terms of reference may not be inconsistent with the

bylaws.

13.020.3. Failure to Adopt Nominating Committee Procedure.

Any district which has adopted the nominating committee procedure for selection

of governor-nominee but fails to select members of a nominating committee as

required in subsection 13.020.2. shall utilize the five most recent past governors

who are still members of a club in that district as its nominating committee. The

committee so constituted shall function in accordance with section 13.020. Where

five past governors are not available, the president of RI shall appoint additional

suitable persons from that district so that the committee contains five members.

13.020.4. Suggestions by Clubs for Governor.

In a district selecting its governor-nominee either by nominating committee

procedure or at the district conference, the governor shall invite the clubs to

submit their suggestions for nominations for governor. Where the nominating

committee procedure is to be utilized, such suggestions shall be considered by the

nominating committee so long as they reach the committee by the date established

and announced by the governor. Such announcement shall be made to the clubs in

the district at least two months before such suggestions must reach the nominating
committee. The announcement shall include the address to which suggestions

shall be sent. The suggestions shall be submitted in the form of a resolution

adopted at a regular meeting of the club naming the suggested candidate. The

resolution shall be certified by the club secretary. A club may suggest only one of its

own members as a candidate for governor-nominee.

13.020.5. Nomination by Committee of Best Qualified Rotarian.

The nominating committee for governor shall not be limited in its selection to

those names submitted by clubs in the district. The committee shall nominate the

best qualified Rotarian who is available to serve as governor.

13.020.6. Notification of Nomination.

The chair of the nominating committee shall notify the governor of the candidate

selected within 24 hours of the adjournment of the nominating committee.

The governor shall then publish to the clubs of the district the name and club

of the nominee within 72 hours from receipt of the notice from the chair of the

nominating committee. Publication of the announcement consists of a written

notice by the governor by letter, e-mail or facsimile to the clubs in the district

13.020.7. Committee Inability to Select Nominee.

Where the nominating committee cannot agree upon a candidate, the governor nominee

shall be elected in a ballot-by-mail as provided in section 13.040.

Alternatively, the governor-nominee may be selected from among those candidates

suggested to the nominating committee at the district conference in accordance

with section 15.050.

13.020.8. Challenging Candidates.

Any club in the district which has been in existence for at least one year as

of the beginning of that year may also propose a challenging candidate for

governor-nominee provided this club has previously suggested such candidate
to the nominating committee. A club in existence for less than one year as of

the beginning of that year may propose a challenging candidate provided such

candidate is a member of that club and the challenging candidate must have

been duly suggested to the nominating committee. The name of the challenging

candidate shall be submitted pursuant to a resolution by the club adopted at

a regular meeting. The club must file the resolution with the governor by the

date determined by the governor. Such date shall be not more than 14 days after

publication of the announcement of the selection for governor-nominee by the

governor.

13.020.9. Concurrence to Challenges.

The governor shall inform all clubs through a form prescribed by RI of the name of

any challenging candidate who has been proposed as specified above. The governor

shall also inquire whether any club wishes to concur with the challenge. A club
must file a resolution of the club adopted at a regular meeting to concur with a

challenge. Such resolutions must be filed with the governor by the date determined
by the governor. Only challenges that have been concurred to by at least five other

clubs which have been in existence for at least one year as of the beginning of that

year or 10 percent of the total number of clubs as at the beginning of that year in

the district which have been in existence for at least one year as of the beginning

of that year, whichever is higher, and only when such resolutions by the club were

adopted at a regular meeting in accordance with the club bylaws as determined

by the governor shall be considered valid. A club shall concur with only one

challenging candidate.

13.020.10. Absence of Challenging Candidate.

The governor shall declare the candidate of the district nominating committee to

be the governor-nominee where no such challenging nomination has been received

by the established date. Such declaration shall be made to all clubs in the district

within 15 days of the deadline.

13.020.11. Challenging Nominations.

The governor shall notify, within seven days following the deadline, all clubs in the

district where a valid challenging nomination has been received by the deadline.

Such notice shall include the name and qualifications of each such challenging

candidate, the names of the challenging and concurring clubs and state that such

candidates will be balloted upon in a ballot-by-mail or alternatively at the district

conference if the challenge remains effective up to the date set by the governor.

13.020.12. Lack of Valid Challenging Nomination.

Where no valid challenging nomination is received, the governor shall declare

the candidate of the district nominating committee as governor-nominee. The

governor shall notify all clubs in the district of such nominee within 15 days.

13.020.13. Ballot at District Conference for Election of Governor-nominee.

The ballot at the district conference will follow as closely as possible the provisions

for a ballot-by-mail. All votes from a club with more than one vote shall be cast for

the same candidate failing which the votes from such club shall be deemed to be

spoiled votes. Each club shall designate one elector to cast all of its votes.

13.030. Selection Through Ballot-by-Mail of Governor.

A district shall select its nominee for governor in a ballot-by-mail without the

assistance of a nominating committee where circumstances require such action

under subsection 13.020.1. or when permission is given by the board.

13.030.1. Procedure.

The governor shall mail to the secretary of every club in the district an official

call for nominations for governor. All nominations must be made in writing and

signed by the president and secretary of the club. A club may suggest only one of its

own members as a candidate for governor-nominee. Nominations must be in the

hands of the governor by a date fixed by the governor. Such date shall be at least

one month after the call for such nominations. No ballot shall be required and the

governor shall declare such candidate to be the governor-nominee where only one

candidate is suggested by a club.

13.030.2. Club Nomination of Two or More Candidates.

Where there are two or more candidates, the governor shall notify all clubs in the

district of the name and qualifications of each such candidate and that all such

candidates for governor-nominee will be selected through a ballot-by-mail.
13.040. Ballot-by-Mail Specifications.

The governor shall prepare one ballot for each club, giving the name of any

candidate selected by the district nominating committee. The ballot shall then list

in alphabetical order the names of any candidates received by the governor. Where

there are more than two candidates, balloting shall be by the single transferable

ballot system. The governor shall mail a copy of said ballot signed by all members

of the balloting committee to each club with instructions that the completed ballot

be returned to and received by the governor. The ballots shall be returned by a date

fixed by the governor. Such date shall be no less than 15 days or more than 30 days

following the date of the governor’s mailing of the ballots to the clubs.

13.040.1. Club Voting.

Each club shall be entitled to at least one vote. Any club with a membership of

more than 25 shall be entitled to one additional vote for each additional 25, or

major fraction thereof, of its members. Such membership shall be determined by

the number of members in the club as of the date of the most recent semiannual

payment preceding the date on which the vote is to be held. However, any club

whose membership in RI has been suspended by the board shall not be entitled to

participate in the voting. If a club is entitled to cast more than one vote, the club

shall cast all votes for the same candidate. The name of the candidate for whom the

club has cast its vote(s) shall be verified by the secretary and president of the club

and forwarded to the governor in a sealed envelope provided therefor.

13.040.2. Balloting Committee.

The governor shall determine and announce the place, date, and time for counting

of ballots and shall appoint a committee of three members to arrange a place and

otherwise take charge of validating and counting the ballots. Validation of ballots

shall be undertaken separately from the counting of the ballots. The committee

shall make other arrangements to safeguard the secrecy of the ballots as necessary.

Arrangements shall be made so that candidates or a representative of each of

them may be present to observe the counting of the ballots. All sealed envelopes

containing the ballots from each club shall be opened in the presence of the

candidates or their representatives.

13.040.3. Majority or Tie Vote.

The candidate receiving a majority of the votes cast shall be declared governornominee

for that district. If two candidates each receive 50 percent of the votes in

an election and one of the candidates is the nominee of the nominating committee,

the nominee of the nominating committee shall be declared the governor-nominee.

If neither of the candidates is the nominee of the nominating committee, the

governor shall select one of the candidates as the governor-nominee.

13.040.4. Report of Balloting Committee.

The balloting committee shall promptly report the results of the ballot to the

governor as soon as a candidate receives a majority vote. The report shall contain

the number of the votes cast for each candidate. The governor shall promptly notify

the candidates of the results of the ballot. The balloting committee shall retain

all ballots cast for a period of 15 days following the governor’s notification to the

candidates. Such ballots shall be open to inspection by a representative of any club

during such period. The chairman of said committee shall destroy such ballots

following the 15-day period.

13.050. Certification of Governor-nominee.

The governor shall certify the name of the governor-nominee to the general

secretary within ten days after such nominee has been declared the nominee.

13.060. Rejection or Suspension of Governor-nominee.

13.060.1. Failure to Meet Qualifications.

Any nominee for governor who does not meet the prescribed qualifications and

requirements shall be rejected and shall not be presented by the general secretary

to the convention for election.

13.060.2. Suspension of Nomination.

Notwithstanding the receipt of a signed statement from a governor-nominee,

the board may suspend such nomination where it has cause to believe that the

nominee would be unable to fulfill satisfactorily the duties and responsibilities of

the office as provided in the bylaws. The governor and nominee shall be informed

of such suspension and the nominee shall be given an opportunity to submit to

the board, through the governor and the general secretary, additional information

with reference to the nominee’s ability to assume the duties and responsibilities

of the office of governor. The board shall consider all pertinent circumstances

including such information as may be submitted by the nominee and either reject

the nomination of the nominee by a two-thirds vote or withdraw the suspension.

13.060.3. Rejection of Nominee.

The general secretary shall advise the governor of the district concerned where the

nomination of the nominee has been rejected by the board. The general secretary

shall provide the reasons for such rejection and the governor shall so advise such

nominee. Where time permits, the governor shall conduct a ballot-by-mail in the

district to select another nominee for governor in accordance with the provisions

of the bylaws. Where a district fails to select an acceptable and qualified nominee

for governor, such nominee shall be selected in accordance with section 13.070.

13.070. Special Elections.

Where a district fails to select a nominee for governor or where a nominee for such

office becomes disqualified for election or otherwise becomes unable or unwilling

to serve and another nominee is not selected by the district prior to the annual

election of officers at the convention, the governor shall reinitiate the nominating

procedures in accordance with section 13.020. Similarly, where a district’s

nominee is elected at the convention, but becomes disqualified or otherwise unable

or unwilling to serve at least three months prior to the international assembly,

the governor shall reinitiate the nominating procedures starting with section

13.020. In either event, the board shall elect the Rotarian so nominated to serve as

governor-elect. Thereafter, if a governor-elect becomes disqualified or unable or

unwilling to serve the board shall elect a Rotarian qualified under section 15.070.

to fill the vacancy. Provided, however, if either a governor-elect or governornominee

becomes unable or unwilling to serve as governor, and the selection

process for his or her successor has been duly completed by the district, then the
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successor shall automatically fill the vacancy if he or she is willing to do so, subject

to the required election either by the convention or the board.
RCP
17.040. District-Level Elections 
Districts are encouraged to use the nominating committee system for all district elections (with a ballot-by-mail in the event of a challenge to the selection of the nominating committee) provided however, that nominating committees need not be used to select the members of nominating committees. (November 2001 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 45) 
Source: June 2001 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 324 

17.040.1. Guidelines for District-Level Elections 

The governor shall send the “Guidelines for Candidates for Elective Position in RI,” as adopted by the RI Board, as well as the following list of election guidelines to all clubs at the time of the official call for nominations: 

Rotarians and election candidates shall 

1. Learn and follow both the spirit and the letter of RI’s election guidelines 

2. Consult with knowledgeable Rotarians if you have any concerns about a current assignment or a new assignment if it may give an appearance of campaigning 

3. Not undertake personal initiatives to gain visibility, personal recognition, or favor 

4. Not respond in kind to another candidate’s improper activities 

5. Not communicate with or visit clubs involved in the applicable election except to fulfill necessary functions (November 2004 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 59) 
Source: June 2001 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 325; Amended by November 2004 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 59 Rotary Code of Policies 75 January 2014 

17.040.2. Voluntary System of Rotation 

Districts may adopt a voluntary system of rotating an office among the components of the district, but candidates who notwithstanding seek an office contrary to the voluntary rotation system may not be excluded from candidacy by a nominating committee or vote of the clubs. Actions to exclude a candidate or influence an election on the basis that the rotation system should be upheld is not permissible. (June 2008 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 241) 

Source: June 2008 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 241 

17.040.3. Voting Strength 

The district governor will notify the clubs in the district at least 15 days prior to the balloting regarding the number of votes to which the club is entitled. A club’s voting strength is determined by using the paid membership as of 1 January or 1 July, the date that the most recent semiannual payment was due. Members inducted after this date are not counted when calculating the number of votes a club is entitled to cast in all district level elections referred to in the RI Bylaws, including but not limited to the elections of governor, representative to the Council on Legislation, and nominating committee for director. For example, in an election conducted in March, members who joined the club by 1 January and who prior to the election have paid RI semiannual and prorated dues for the period up to 31 December are counted when calculating the number of votes allocated to the club. (June 2013 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 196) 
Source: November 2009 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 94; July 2010 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 21; Amended by June 2013 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 196
19.020. Governor-nominee Selection 
19.020.1. Selection of Governor-nominee 

The selection by the clubs in a district of a governor-nominee should be conducted in a dignified, responsible manner in harmony with the principles of Rotary. Districts should seek out and nominate for the office of district governor the best qualified person. 

District nominating committees are encouraged to interview all candidates for governor, whether they are suggested by clubs or by the nominating committee. Each interview of governor-nominee candidates should satisfy the following minimum needs: 

a. verify that each candidate meets the formal requirements for nomination, in accordance with RI Bylaws sections 15.070. and 15.080 

b. clarify the specific duties that a governor requires, including knowledge, experience, time, and fiscal resources Rotary Code of Policies 88 January 2014 

c. allow an overall summary of each candidate’s qualifications and suitability 

d. enable each candidate to reveal her or his intentions and ambitions. (November 2007 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 107) 
Source: May-June 1965 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 256; January 1970 Mtg., Bd. Dec. E-24; November 2001 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 56; Amended by November 2007 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 107. Affirmed by May 2003 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 410 

19.020.2. Selection of Governor-nominee through Ballot-by-Mail Procedure 

Information to be included in the biographical data to accompany ballots-by-mail for election of the governor shall be as follows: 

1) name of candidate; name and location of Rotary club; number of years a Rotarian; classification or former classification; name of firm or former firm; position in firm or former firm; meetings attended in last five years; current position(s) and/or assignment(s) in Rotary (elective or appointed); former position(s) and/or assignment(s) (elective or appointed) 

2) special Rotary services and/or particular Rotary activities in which candidate has been engaged, i.e. what candidate has done to advance Rotary 

3) most significant honors or achievements in business and professional activities 

4) most significant honors or achievements in civic and public service activities. (November 2002 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 55)
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GOVERNOR-NOMINEE

Selection

The selection of a governor-nominee by the clubs in a district should be conducted

in a dignified, responsible manner in harmony with the principles of Rotary. (RCP

19.030.1.) The district must select the nominee for governor not more than 36

months, but not less than 24 months, prior to the day of taking office. (RIB 13.010.)

Any Rotarian who engages in campaigning or canvassing for elective office in RI

may be subject to disqualification from election to the office sought and possibly

to future RI offices for such periods as the RI Board may determine (see chapter 3).

(RIB 10.060., 10.070.)

Districts are urged to seek out and nominate the best-qualified person for the

office of governor.

Rejection of Nomination by Board

If a nominee for governor does not meet the prescribed qualifications and requirements,

the Board shall reject the nomination and the general secretary shall not

present it to the convention for election. (RIB 13.060.1.)

Method of Selection

Except in RIBI, a district must select its governor-nominee by a nominating

committee procedure, a ballot-by-mail, or a vote at the district conference. (RIB

13.020.1.) For districts using the nominating committee procedure, each club may

propose one challenging candidate. Each club may concur with only one challenging

candidate. (RIB 13.020.9.)

Ballot Procedure

All votes for governor by a single club (when entitled to more than one vote, based

on membership) must be cast unanimously for the same candidate; if not, the votes

from that club are considered spoiled. (RIB 13.020.13., 13.040.1.)

In the event of a challenge, biographical data accompanying the ballot-by-mail is

limited to the following:

1) Name of candidate, name and location of club, number of years a Rotarian,

classification, name of firm or former firm, position in firm or former firm,

meetings attended in last five years, current position(s) or assignment(s) in

Rotary (elective or appointed), former position(s) or assignment(s) (elective or

appointed)

2) Special Rotary services or particular Rotary activities in which a candidate

has been engaged (i.e., what the candidate has done to advance Rotary)

3) Most significant honors or achievements in business and professional

activities
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4) Most significant honors or achievements in civic and public service activities

(RCP 19.030.2.)

Selection in New Districts

When the clubs in existing districts are regrouped into new districts, clubs in the

new districts shall, if practical, select the governor-nominee before the effective

date of the new district by the same procedure those clubs used before the regrouping.

When the above procedure is not practical, the RI Board shall authorize a

ballot-by-mail and designate a governor to conduct it. (RCP 19.030.3.)

Qualifications

At the time of selection, the nominee will be called governor-nominee-designate

and will assume the title of governor-nominee on 1 July two years before serving as

governor. The governor-nominee must

1) Be a regular member of a club in the district (RIB 15.070.1.)

2) Have full qualifications for membership in the strict application of the club

membership provisions, and have a classification whose integrity is without

question (RIB 15.070.2.)

3) Have served as president of a club for a full term or be a charter president of a

club having served the full term from the date of the charter to 30 June, provided

that this period is for at least six months (RIB 15.070.3.)

4) Demonstrate willingness, commitment, and ability, physically and otherwise,

to fulfill the duties and responsibilities of the office of governor as provided in

RI Bylaws section 15.090. (RIB 15.070.4.)

5) Demonstrate knowledge of the qualifications, duties, and responsibilities of

governor as prescribed in the RI Bylaws, and submit to RI, through its general

secretary, a signed statement acknowledging a clear understanding of them.

This statement shall also confirm that the Rotarian is qualified for the office

of governor and willing and able to assume the duties and responsibilities of

the office and to perform them faithfully (RIB 15.070.5.)

More information on the governor-nominee’s responsibilities and assignments

can be found in the Learning Center at learn.rotary.org.

